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Archiving Google Photos (Image credit: Android Central) Like most of us, your phone is likely your primary camera and thanks to ease-of-use, you probably capture at least a few photos a day. Those add up over time, and it'd suck to lose them all just because you're switching from iPhone to Android. Thanks to Google Photos, you don't have
to!Download Google Photos (opens in new tab) from the App Store.Launch Google Photos from your Home screen.Tap Get started.Tap OK when asked to allow Google Photos to access your photos.Tap the switch next to Use cellular data to back up if you want to back up your photos over cellular. If you don't want to rack up a serious data bill, leave
this off.Tap Continue.Tap the circle next to either High quality or Original. Tapping High quality will compress your photos to 16 megapixels reduce file size, but you get "unlimited storage" (2PB). Original will maintain the original file size and will count toward your Google Drive storage (15GB).Tap Continue.Tap Get notified if you want notifications
when someone shares photos with you. Otherwise tap No thanks.Tap Leave Off to leave notifications off if you selected No thanks.That's it! Google Photos will automatically sync your photo library and you'll be able to access them on your Android phone or virtually any device with an internet connection.Don't expect to see your photos on a different
device right away. The sync could take quite a while, especially if you have many photos.Questions?Questions about transferring photos with Google Photos? Let us know in the comments below! If you are changing smartphones — especially when transferring from one major platform to the other — it’s critical to preserve your contacts. Luckily,
transferring your contacts to your new device is easy to do. Here, we show you how to move contacts from iOS to Android and back, so you can easily switch back and forth between platforms at will. The best way to accomplish this is via Apple iCloud and Google Contacts in your desktop browser. Let’s get started. Oh, and if you’'re breaking up with
Android in favor of i0S, our handy switcher guide gives you the complete lowdown. Export contacts from iCloud If you have enabled iCloud on your iPhone, backing up contacts is easy. Sign in to iCloud on your computer and click Contacts. On the next screen, select All Contacts in the top-left corner and hit Command + A or CTRL + A to select all of
them. If you get an alert asking, “Do you want to allow downloads on www.iCloud.com?” click Allow. Click the Gear icon at the bottom of the page and click Export vCard. Once the window opens, select all of your contacts again with Command + A and right-click on any contact. Choose Export vCard, name the vCard, and choose a save location — like
your desktop. Your contacts will download to your computer as a VCF file that you can email to yourself or directly import to Google in the browser. Once you activate your new Android phone, set up your email account and import that vCard from your email to upload your contacts. It’s a good idea to save the email with the attached vCard. That
allows it to serve as a handy backup of all your contacts. You might also save the file somewhere in your system for safekeeping. Transfer with Google Contacts Having a Google account will simplify moving contacts between platforms. If you don’t yet have a Google account, sign up for one for free with Google. You will need it for your Android
smartphone, regardless. Before you touch your new Android phone, do the following. Log in to Google Contacts in your browser. At the bottom of the left-hand side, you should see an Import option. Click on it, then click Choose File, navigate to the vCard that you saved from iCloud, and click Import. If you already had a Google account, you will notice
your contacts list is now larger because of duplicates. If you spot duplicate contacts, spend a few minutes deleting or modifying them. It’s good to periodically review your contacts, remove those that you no longer need, and update information. Try to eliminate duplicates manually. Google does offer a “Look for Duplicates” tool designed to do the
same thing, but it’s not always accurate. Try it out by clicking the Merge & Fix button in the left column of the contacts page, which gives you the option to Merge Duplicates. Transfer contacts to your Android phone When you have your contacts in Google organized exactly how you want them, it’s time to put them on your phone. If you haven't
powered up your new phone yet, the transfer will be easy. When you first boot up your new phone, it asks if you want to sync your phone to a Google account. Enter your account information, and your phone will automatically import all the contacts from your Google account. If you already turned on your Android phone and didn’t sync it with a
Google account, do the following. Go to Settings > Accounts or Accounts & Sync to see every account synced with your phone. At the bottom, you will see a button labeled Add Account, where you can enter your Google login. Select your Google account, and it will sync all your contacts to your phone, along with Calendar, Chrome, Gmail, and
whatever other components you choose to sync. If you're switching from Android to iPhone, go to Settings > Mail > Add Account > Google. Enter your Google login info, and your iPhone will automatically sync the contacts within your Google account. If you want it to stay synced and include new contacts you add, then go to Settings > Mail > Default
Account and select your Gmail account. Use an app If you're in a pinch and need to transfer your contacts quickly, here are two mobile apps designed to make the transfer easy. MCBackup My Contacts Backup — MCBackup for short — helps you back up and restore contacts from your phone without using a computer-based or sync method. Back up
with a single tap and email yourself a .vcf attachment. The app also features offline backup, easy restore, easy transfer between iOS and Android via email, reminders to back up regularly, and VCF cards. Move to iOS This unusual app is an Apple product built for Android. It connects your Android and Apple device together via Wi-Fi to transfer all
your data, though it’s limited to iPhones or iPads running iOS 9 or higher and devices with Android 10. It transfers contacts as well as message history, photos and videos, browser bookmarks, mail accounts, and calendars to your new iPhone. Editors' Recommendations Switching to an iPhone from Android might seem like a daunting process. You
probably have a deep contact list that has been curated over the years. Thankfully, it’s pretty easy to transfer your contacts to an iPhone. Option 1: During the Initial Setup Process Apple has an official “Move to iOS” app that’s available in the Google Play Store for Android devices. This is a great tool, but it only works while setting up a new iPhone. If
your iPhone hasn’t been set up yet, download the app on your Android device and follow the instructions to transfer contacts. Apple There are still a few options to transfer contacts if you’ve already gotten past the initial iPhone setup process. RELATED: How to Switch From Android to iPhone Option 2: Import Your Google Contacts If the contacts on
your Android phone are backed up to your Google account, we can transfer them to your iPhone easily. First, open the Settings app on your iPhone. Scroll down to “Contacts.” Next, select “Accounts.” If you didn’t add your Google account here already, tap “Add Account.” (If you have added it, tap the name of your Google account.) Now, we can select
“Google” from the list of services. Follow the steps to sign in to the same Google account that you used on your Android device. After you're signed in, you'll be brought to a screen with a few options for things to sync. Make sure that “Contacts” is toggled on and tap “Save.” That’s all there is to it for Google contacts. You'll see all of your contacts
appear in the iPhone “Contacts” app right away. Option 3: Export and Import a File Not everyone has their contacts synced up to a service. The best solution, in this case, is to export your contacts from Android and import them onto your iPhone. This process will look slightly different depending on your Android device. For example, we’ll use
Google’s Contacts app for Android. Open the app on your Android device and tap the hamburger menu in the top-left corner. Select “Settings” from the menu. Scroll down to the “Manage Contacts” section and select “Export.” You’ll be brought to a file manager, and you can select where you want to save the .vcf file. Tap “Save” when you’'re done.
Now, you need to get that .vcf file onto your iPhone somehow. You can email it to yourself, upload it to a cloud storage service such as Google Drive, or send it over Bluetooth. Do whatever you’'re comfortable with. After you get it onto your iPhone, open the .vcf file once it’s there. When it asks which app you’d like to open the file in, select “Contacts.”
Now, you can select the contacts individually to create new contacts or merge with existing contacts. To transfer them all, tap “Add All # Contacts” at the top. Select “Add All # Contacts” to confirm your decision. That’s all there is to it. Your contacts will now be moved over to your iPhone, and you can put your Android device in a drawer and forget
about it. Or, you could turn it into something useful. RELATED: How to Turn an Old Android Phone into a Security Camera Want to know how to share files between Android and iPhone? As most Apple users know, AirDrop is an amazing feature that lets you use Bluetooth to quickly send files and photos between iPhones, iPads and

Macs. Unfortunately, that's where the easy part stops: you can't use AirDrop to share from Apple devices to Android, for instance, or use the feature to send things the other way.Instead, you can use a free third-party service called Snapdrop (opens in new tab), which works with desktop and mobile browers including Chrome, Firefox, Opera and
Safari (there is also a Snapdrop app for Android (opens in new tab)). Once you're on the website, it lets you speedily share files, images and videos between any device —even Windows and Linux computers — without you even needing to sign in. One of the great things about Snapdrop is that it isn't bogged down by unnecessary features. There's an
option to activate a dark mode, but otherwise it's all about moving those files from one device to another.Here, we're going to concentrate on sharing between Android and iPhone. For this, you'll need to use Safari on the Apple device and be running at least iOS 13.1. First, grab the Android device containing the files you want to share. Make sure you
connect it to a Wi-Fi network and launch a mobile web browser such as Chrome. Now go to (opens in new tab). 2. As soon as the Snapdrop website loads, note the name assigned to your device. In our case, our Android device has been named Rose Slug. Snapdrop's assigned names simply allow you to identify the devices that you will be sharing files
between. (Image credit: Tom's Guide)3. Grab the iPhone that you want to use to receive a file. Ensure you connect the device to the same Wi-Fi network. Again, launch a mobile browser such as Safari and go to (opens in new tab). This device will also be assigned a name - our iPhone has been called Tan Tiger. (Image credit: Tom's Guide)4. Now it's
time to share a file. Each device should be displaying the name of the other device, indicating that a connection has been made. On the device containing the file, tap the name of the device that you want to share a file with. So on our Android phone, we are tapping Tan Tiger. (Image credit: Tom's Guide)5. You will now see a few options. Depending on
the device you are using to send files from, you will note some slight differences here. But in general, you can browse saved files or else capture a new photo or video.On Android, tap Files to browse your device then look for and select the file you want to share. Otherwise, tap Camera to take a photo or tap "Camera Video" to record a video - tap the
blue tick to confirm you're happy with the image or video.(Image credit: Tom's Guide)6. On iPhone, tap Choose Files to browse your device then look for and select the file you want to share. Tap "Take Photo or Video" to capture a new image or video and tap "Use Photo."The iPhone version of Snapdrop also has an option to tap "Photo Library" to
quickly browse your saved images. Choose an image to send and tap Add.(Image credit: Tom's Guide)7. In an instant, the file you have chosen (or the photo or video you have just taken) will be sent to the other device. You can now tap Save to download it. Tap Ignore if you have made a mistake. To avoid this step and have a file download immediately,
untick the box next to "Ask to save each file before downloading."(Image credit: Tom's Guide)If you're after more sharing-themed guides, we have you covered. Next up, why not learn about how to transfer photos from Android to a computer and how to transfer data from Android to Android. Apple user too? Check out how to use AirDrop on iPhone
and iPad and how to transfer data from iPhone to iPhone.Today's best Apple iPhone 12 deals
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